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, "A GIRL OF TODAT' PROVES.
liMUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING"

Porter Emerson Browne's
, New Play Lacks Virility of

His Former Pieces and
Handicaps Ann Murdock
in First Starring Venture.

By JULIA CHANDLEIl 3IAXZ.
Miss Ann Murdock made her first stel-

lar bow to Washington at the Columbia
Theater last night, when Charles Froh-ma- n

presented her In the premiere per-
formance of Porter Emerson Browne's
new play, entitled "A Girt of Today." a
comedy which might aptly be termed
"much ado about nothing." if one may
be allowed to borrow the phrase.

The first curtain finds us viewing the
ery pleasant and artistic living room of

Gordon Blake, with its owner scrutiniz-
ing a newly arrived portrait or himself.
Here we make the acquaintance of

J Blake's lawyer friend, who prophecies
much that Is to follow in his earnest
advice to Blake that he make a will In
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MISS ANN MURDOCK,
Columbia.

favor of his young ward if he would
at old the chance of thoroughly despised
relatives coming into his large estate in
the event of his death. While Blake
pooh-poo- the Idea he gives his promise
nevertheless. Instructing Attorney Water-bur-y

to write his last testament while he
Is absent on a week's trial trip of his
now motorboat. leaving his ward Elaine
his entire fortune. Following this in-

struction we are introduced to the
Elaine in the person of Miss Mur-

dock, and witness her distress In her
guardian's Insistence that she shall not
a company him. as is her usual custom,
on his holiday.

Feeling that so tiresome an Introduction
has perhaps been the necessary shadow
cast by coming events of greater im-

port and interest, the audience Is ex-

pectant when the curtain is raised on the
second act, which the program Informs
us lg some months later, and Is in no
way surprised to find Elaine bereft of
her guardian and on the verge of an In-

vasion from the inheriting relatives, con-
sisting of one very white sheep, alto-
gether surrounded by a black flock. The
desirable chap being the younger son.
food Innkintr. romantic and nniiil

tense fairness.
difficulty her Scott harsh

Lockwood.
keeping, Haines character

parents strong-minde- d

hair through out-o- f

his much friendly
and slangy fashion.

And just reason at ail, except
.for the ridiculous threats of impos-

sible parents, poor Elaine allows her-
self be by
until friend guardian turns the
last act time witness her pathet-
ic little prayer presumably de-
parted spirit guidance and protec-
tion: thus shattering the fond hopes
of papa and mamma Lockwood

.cocktail-haunte- d brother Betts the
matter of his and bringing
happiness distressed ward.

The story of the improbable melo-
dramatic type and without

originality. introduces the
harried maiden: the noble young hero
throwing services his heart at
her feet; villlans running pairs, and
the final trite of th
heroine's shipwrecked protector arriv-
ing in niche of time save her.

Remembering Miss Murdock's exquisite
portrayal of delightfully dainty
"The Beautiful Adtenture," which we
saw her earlier the season. im- -,

possible register sigh of regret
that such opportunity for the
pression of abilllj git her "A Girl
of Today." The little lady was her
bravest last and. despite the sense-
less girl she was upon to vlzualize,
gave her characterization some delight-
fully artistic touches, the
tenderness of her prayer front of her
guardians portrait and the reality of
her she found re-
appearance one of flesh and of spirit,
and all she was dainty.
somewhat flutter, figure, wearing be-
wildering number of quaint and fluffy
frocks.

But that poise which her per-
formance remarkable "The BeauU- -
lul Adventure; that lyric ecstacy
poetic expression which characterized her
reading the French piece has
chance for expression in this new play
of Mr Browne's, which lacks the virility
of former pieces and handicaps
Miss Murdock that great pity that

has been chosen vehicle for her
first starring venture.

The players surrounding Miss Mur-
dock In "A of Today" are capable.
Eugene gives spirited per-
formance her leading man in
role of Raymond Lockwood; Miss
Belle Daube proves sufficiently ley In
manner and appearance to alienate the
affections of tht best lntentioned fiance
in the world; Edwin Nlcander works
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I his slangy lines to their full value and
i furnishes what little there of
comedy, while William Howen ana
Miss Eleanor Gordon are the invading
pair of relatives who make life miser-
able for Elaine: Frank seen
the guardian: Harry Hadfleld his
attorney: William Evllle the butler,
and Miss Pauline Duffleld an

performance the house
keeper.

BELASCO.

Wllliam Hodge In "The Road to
Happiness."

The proofreading of theater programs
notorious, probably because "there'

ain't no such animal." examples
are seldom amusing that offered by
the bill of play the Belasco Thea
ter this week. Among the heraldlngs of
'The Road Happiness" furnished by
the local press was statement that
Lord Northcllffe. famous British pub-
lisher of periodicals, had called
American "Bunty Pulls the Strings."
This gives the crew program pur-zl- e.

which announces boldly that the
play by Lawrence Whitman, author
"An American." "Bunty Pulls the
Strings," and "Lord Northcllffe." Thus
the new who himself ru-
mored be more than name.
furnished by the ingenious printer with
'wo mythical plays and real triumph
for. the making his reputation.

Well. Lord Northcllffe's comment.
he made It. deserved better fate, for
the resemblance between cheerful
American success and Scotch Idyl by
Graham Moffett exceedingly shallow.
Both are comedies of village types and
there comparison ends. would
be difficult name several American
rural plays that approach much nearer

the standard of "Bunty" genuine
merit and charm: let say ex-
ample, George Ade's "County Chair-
man" and James A, Heme's "Sag Har-
bor."

Mention of "Sag Harbor" suggests an-
other thing that has been said about
"The Road Happiness" which not

Mr. William Hodge has been un-
fairly described "an apostle of na-
turalness acting" and carrying

tradition of James A. Heme, whose
character of Freeman Whltmarsh "Sag
Harbor" gave the younger man one

early opportunities. Mr. Hodge's own
acting seems realistic enough when you
get used to him, but the production

"The Road Happiness" the banner
of fidelity nature which Mr. Heme's
nobly upheld most decidedly not car-
ried forward. Its standard realism

scarcely even equal that of "Way
Down East." which resembles tone

certain extent Possibly different
company could give a convincing air
the author's lines, which are the most
part prosy and merely explanatory aside
from drolleries of principal char-
acter.

This much of criticism appears be
due, correct the wrong ideas which
might be gathered from pretentious
tone of advance notices. The quick-
est way point true value of the
piece add that a capacity audience
which saw last night cheered and clap
ped Mr. Hodge and company and the
play with heartfelt delight and laughed
over its humors without limit re-

straint.
The dry vein of humor exhibited bv

Jlm Whitman, young law student
and man of odd jobs portrayed by Mr.
Hodge, truly rich and luscious and
brings admirably the quaint flavor
the actor's personality. Jim Whitman
holds the audience fascinated from the
first, when he defies and "sasses"
harsh village tyrant and woos his
daughter the last, when he softens
old man's heart and clears up the mys
teries surrounding al of found- -

with a keen of Elaine hasl""- -

in enticing heart Cooper, the Ben
Tuardian's cousin. Raymond ! Hardcastle. forcible and credible,

quite out his fiancee's while his Mlss Marie has good
plebeian figuratively tear their ro,e M a spinster. Some

and literally rant two acts of tne other parts are well done, but
resentment, and elder son standing merit hard point out. In

lleves the situation with a dash or two .very real barn scene a chicken
of clever repartee own peculiar heam aroused interest dur--
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ing some long conversation. A horse and
a aog are other attractive features.

NATIONAL.

Cyril Maude In "Grumpy."
Cjril Maude, who made his Initial ap--

pearance in Washington at the New Na-
tional Theater last night, in the four-a- ct

play. "Grumpy," by Horace Hodges
ana r wigney Percyval. Is very much

' like Julius Caesar, for he came, was seen.
ana conquered. The magnificent audience
surrendered without the. least resistance,
and at the close of the third act tendered
the artist an ovation such as It is the
fortune or few actors to elicit. The
curtain rose and fell four times to give
Mr. Maude the opportunity to bow his
acknowledgements, but the applause did
not cease until he came to the footlights
and made one of the most graceful
speeches expressive of his appreciation
of the reception accorded him. As for
the performance. It was one to be long
remembered. In et ery detail it was noth-
ing short of perfection. Every member
of the cast seemed to take special pride
In his or her part, and while, of course,
the "star" carried off the honors, each
one .of the members of the company is
entitled to unqualified commendation.

The play is of the higher order of
melodrama. The action hinges on the
robbery of a great diamond and Its re-
cover' through the shrewdness of An-
drew BuuIIvant. an old criminal lawyer,
who rejoices In the sobriquet of
"Grumpy." Bulllvant's nephew, Ernest
Heron, has bought a famous diamond
for a firm of Jewelers and brings It to
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his uncle's house. Jarvls. a professional
crook, who has been .employed by Isaac

olfc. a "fence, to get possession or
the gem. manages to be Introduced Into
Bulllvant's home, and during the night
assaults Heron, whom ho seriously
wounds In the struggle and robs of the
stone. He has alo succeeded In Ingra-
tiating himself with Virginia, old Bull-
lvant's granddaughter.' and seeks to In-

veigle her Into an elopement. In which
attempt, however, he fails. On the
evening of Heron's arrival he has
plucked a camella. and Susan, the house-
maid, ties with It a hair from her head.
It Is this flower thus tied which finally
brings about the detection of the robber
and his delivery to the police, the fine de--
teeth e work being done by old Grumpy.

One might as well try to describe a
perfect painting by mentioning this or
that detail of the painter's wbrk as to
dissect Mr. Maude's superlatively fine
characterization of the old criminal
practitioner. The lovable nature of
the old man concealed tinder querulous
manners: his tenderness toward his
granddaughter and nephew; his assum-
ed severity to his valet by whom he is
really dominated, finally, the clever-
ness with which he unmasks the vil-
lain and secures the restoration of the
gem from Jarvls. make a mosaic of
artistic presentation. The supporting
members of the company are Miss Elsie
Mackay as Virginia. Leslie Buswell as
Ernest Heron. Alexander Onslow as
Jarvls. Rowland Buckstone. who will
be remembered as a member of the
Ben Greet Players, as Isaac Wolfe.
John Harwood'us Ruddock, Grumpy's
valeft C. Probyn-Dlghto- n as Keble.
Jarvls" servant: Miss Maud Andrew as
Susan. James Dale as Dr. Maclaren,
and Miss Mabel Hicks as Mrs.

"The Ilnle of Three."
Aelianrc led us to te

that the Poll PIaers
would exceed their in

and the rollicking farce. "The
Rule of Three." afforded everyone spen-di- d

to display his or her
degree of abilitv. Happily, these expec-
tations were fully realized at the Avenue,
playhouse esterday.
This farce was presented

here only a few months ago at 3 prices,
and tells a smart, tale of a
lady and her third husband who stopped
at a mountain hotel In the of
finding a quiet retreat for their honey-
moon The lady has divorced two hus
bands, and, much to her
finds both men registered at the moun- - j :";
tain house. She Is not how- - ij"-:-

ever; on the contrary, with the best of,":;j
feeling for all (which she evinces In varl-- 1 ::"$:

ous little she marries hus-
bands numbers one and two off to mates
of her own selection, meanwhile escaping
from what threatened to become a seri-
ous in her desire to stick
to husband number three when a flaw ls
discovered In her previous divorce.

The lines are clever, and the story ls
told In a lively tempo, with a happy
abandon of spirits by the capital cast.
Maude Gilbert gives an excellent

of the fair divorcee. She has
youth, beauty and plus abil-
ity, and will be as the

leading lady of the stock com-
pany at this house a couple of summers
ago. When Miss Gilbert first appeared
on the stage last night she was greeted I

with a storm of applause which lasted
for many minutes. Fellows has all the
qualities of the successful leading man.
He seemed to enjoy himself as husband
No. 2 lasta night, and gives promise of
great

Clever prodigals who returned to the
company last night are the vivacious In-

genue. Gertrude Bondhlll; Graham Vel-se- y.

and fat and funny Louis Haines, all
of whom were greeted with
last night.

Robert Ldwe walked away with the
acting honors last night as the preferred
husband No. 3, and Helen Tracy's eccen- -

A Perfect

POLI'S.

announcements
reorganized

predecessors ef-
fectiveness,

opportunity

Invigorating

swift-movin- g

expectation

astonishment.

disconcerted,

solicitudes),

complication

per-
formance

personality
remembered much-admire-

popularity.

enthusiasm

Bronx tocktail
The makers of the Club Brand

Cocktails have produced a perfect
Bronx Cocktail, ready to serve Just
pour over cracked ice and strain
into a cocktail glass.

$1.10 bottle.
TO-KAL- ON CO., Inc.
1465 F St. Fhone Main'998

Blackistone's
,

Bridal Shower

Bouquets

$5 up
Their remarkable beauty

makes a lasting impres-

sion. Only the choicest

flowers used.'

14th&HSts
N. W.

Phone M. 3707
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GEETBUDE BOfiDHILL
Former members of

Company returned week.
Stock

trie comedy designing widow was
effective, while Gavin Harris, Marlon
Nichols. Danlle Hanlon, and Doris Eaton
were satisfactory In respective
roles.

ml

Br 2m

Poll
this

most

their

B. F. KEITH'S.

Vaudevllle.
Trying bard to win her way into the

favor of an American public already
prejudiced Into the belief that she
sought to turn notoriety Into currency.
Evelyn Nesblt. whose name stood out
In bold hcadllnes'some nine years ago
on account of an unpleasantness be-
tween two male persons, ls the head-lin- er

at Keith's this week.
Evelyn, however, ls not tho kind of

a person every one expects to see be-

fore the fop she deserves
recognition for her efforts to improve
her ability as a singer and dancer. As-
sisted by Jack Clifford. Miss Nesblt (or
Mrs. Thaw, as you wish), does her
best, for she posseHses one of those
curious personalities that interests
folk, especially in Washington, where
she ls paying her first visit since she
became a headllner In court society.

The remainder of the bill ls more In
keeping with the Keith way of doing
things, for there are several excellent
acts.

Doing things In RIsley that seem al-
most impossible, the Seven Bracks prove
themselves to be Just what their press
agent has claimed for them.

Nan Halperln, a singing comedienne.
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scored a distinct triumph yesterday, pri-
marily on account of her charming per-
sonality.

Marlon Litchfield and company, who
stIe themselves "Tne Florentine Sing-

ers," made good In their rendition of
popular, operatic, and classical selections
by request; Billy McDermott. "the only
survivor of Coxey's Army," has a brand-ne- w

line of chatter that gets the laughs:
Emmet Detoy and company present a
comedy drama, "Ills Wife's Mother,"
which turns the Joke on the Jokers; Ple-tr- o.

plano-accordl- vlrtuso. Is good, and
the Pedersen brothers do aerial stunts.
The performance concludes with the
Pathe movies.

The

GAYETY.

CoIIeee Girl."
Max Spiegel's "College Girls." of a

little later vintage, but similar in Intent
and variety of entertainment, as the fa-
mous "Zlegfeld Tollies." are an Institu-
tion on the burlesque circuit, and the

edition, which Is this week's at-
traction at the Gayety, Is up to the stan-
dard of Its predecessors of the last three
or four j ears In that It burlesques all
the fads of the year and ls an aggrega-
tion of a dozen stars and many pretty
girls who sing In lively fashion a long
llst of snappy music intrusted to them.

Abe Reynolds received a boisterous wel
come back to his "home town" and his
work as principal comedian was wildly
applauded by hosts of friends who were
on hand. Abe, after quitting the old
BIJou stock company, appeared here
many times In vaudeville In the team of
Bartell and Reynolds. Charles Moran Is
a featured member of the big company
and contributed his goodly share of fun.
Florence Mills, strikingly beautiful:
Frankie Grace, Nona Forbes and Molly
Stanword have the principal feminine
roles and each seemed to possess those
qualities of personal beauty and either
vocal or dancing ability that pleased the
people in the seats.

"The College Girls" furnish an article
of burlesque entertainment that has a
refreshing difference. The large chorus,
whose Individual beauty and accomplish-
ments are Indicative of the use of care-
ful selectite powers. Is an Important part
of the entertainment, and the whole pres-
entation la a big evening's Joy and abso-
lute freedom from anything serious.

K316 Seventh Street

BEST VALUES
IN THE CITY IN

Values
Up to
$20

umuugham ?
The Mammoth Cloak and

WINTER COATS
$5.00

Just a few of these coats are left. Only the fact that we must have the room for
stocks makes this of You will find the

fabrics and most models well in the lot. But Come early if you wish
to take of this offer.

Women's Suits

Values
Up
$20

Odd sizes to clear them out. at this

value. These coats arc all lined and
and
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Before a capacity audience at ester-day- 's

at the Casino Theater
Eddy Baldwin, presented "Uncle John."
a tabloid sketch of New England life,
that ls among the best acts that have
ever appeared at the Casino Theater. The
action Is replete with amusing situations
and the cast went through the

with a snap and ginger that was
refreshing. Mr. Baldwin Is a clever
comedian and is also possessed of an
ability to whistle He was

enchored at every
at the conclusion of his specialty.

Miss Dot Lold headed the feminine con-
tingent In a very manner.
She was for many of the
catchiest musical numbers and --helped
out In many others.

Walker and 111 kept the audience in an
uproar with their funny situations. In
"All Wrong. The sketch depicts the ac

wife, bhortly alter ne
gets Into house wife returns from
a club meeting and she. too. tries to
In being observed by

The situations ensue kept

and Her
caught who were

received a that rapid-fir- e
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coming spring possible absolute disregard values. season's
smartest wanted represented

advantage

Values Up fr f QQ
to $25 pD.20

sacrificed Wonderful bargains price.

Children's Coats, Values Up to $8.50
An extraordinary interlined.

Materials Bouclcs, corduroys, zibelincs, fancy mixtures

CASINO.

Vaudeville.

performances

perform-
ance

marvelously.
repeatedly perform-
ance

acceptable
responsible

materially

discovered

COSMOS.

Vaudeville.
Cosmos

week pleasing program
served many different styles

American accustomed
principal attraction. "The

from Pittsburgh." roaring
farce present-da- y busi-
ness methods employed York
manufacturers. action revolves
around woman husband, own-
ing large department store
Pennsylvania city, leaves
business New-Yor- k

manufacturers
Inveigle matrimony,

only married
flooorwalker. Victoria

forelady ladles un-

derwear establishment, good,
Almora

buyer from Pittsburgh.
Wallace, although having,r"' f' ".'..' during entire action,

features

without hus-
band.

magnetism.

performance.
physical

attractions managed show
possible advantage several

fetching gowns
audience laughter during Serie.

Running second stellar
--.i.' ..r,.rthn. honors Aubrey sisters.

refined
comedy

auditors, lavish
praise

Wal-
lace,

Hallam,

dancingsinging
both beautiful

excellent
costumes especially attractive.

n...' lurkv Jugglers warmly
r.atrnns present
worth home.

Theater

stage

Buyer

whose

Nellie

model,

articles

They pos-

sessors voices. Their

received
Indian club iutrelintr act.

Joe Spink and Ellen Tate presented

of

'
to

'

in!

a singing nnd
act. They were encored.
The Circle Comedy Four, a male quar-
tet, blended comedy and harmony Ina pleasing turn, and Con Ruddy and
Hilda Le Roy pleased with a neatsinging and dancing skit. Their songs
were of the snappy kind and theirdancing showed several new steps.

The opened with sev-
eral reels of good and
closed with the motion
picture news.

AS

Speck to The Yfuhinzton Henld.
Vs.. Feb. S. Annette Kell-erma-

made her debut as a dramatic
star at the Academy of Music here to-

night In a brand-ne- w musical comed.
"The Model Girl." The book and lyrics
by Anne Caldwell, with music by Ray-
mond Hubbell. Lv C. Wlswell has sur-
rounded his star with an excellent
company, Otis Harlan. Edith
Decker. Gertrude John
Park. Edwin Wilson. Hubert Wilke. and
the most attractive chorus seen here inyears.

The costumes are and
the scenic equipment massive. A lar-- o

of New York theatrical cele-
brities attended the premiere.

Other On Page Five.
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Lines Paid Advertising

As Compared With the Same Four Months One Year Ago

$3.98
charming planologue

repeatedly

performance
photoplays

Hearst-Sell- g

MAKES HER DEBUT

DRAMATIC STAR

Richmond,

including
Vanderbllt.

picturesque

delegation

Theatres

FOR THE PAST FOUR MONTHS

GAINED

426,978
' THIS REMARKABLE ADVERTISING GROWTH IS ON THE BASIS OF

Over a Million and a Quarter Lines Gain Per Year
'

103,632 Lines Gained in October, 1914
' 131,401 Lines Gained in November, 1914

103,609 Lines Gained in December, 1914
'

:"" 88,336 Lines Gained in January, 1915 ?"- -

" :.:". 426,978 TOTAL Lines Gain
" "

The Reason- -

(To.

--The HERALD holds the attention of over half the Washington reading
public for over half the time they have for newspaper reading. Goming

as it does "The First Thing in the Morning" there is little chance of duplicating circulation in the
same homes. Being sold to news carriers, news stands and newsboys on an absolutely nonreturnable
basis insures permanency among the same readers, enabling the advertiser to derive an accumulative effect
from his announcements as well as a full measure of returns the same day his advertisement appears.

mm

:::;:--

sss

m

$

$
1

58H- -

IIIs
ft :i S5S

k"--

a.

-'- .'. A


